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V.* \ ‘•I {IN'OTON* —The Rcckeieiler 
commission is obtaining iong-secret 
Justice LV.-.-urtment files that detail 
undprworW tiaures.onco cooikt- 
y - d '-v: r h me, Central intullicnnce 
’.gc-ncy in a plot to a=?as=inate Cu;m:i 
?■ rtrier Fsdoi Castro. 

Vr» existence ofthese records. w;*t 
•> a locked site, was disclosed to »j*-e 
' '••iimis'son neadea by the Vice Pro-* 

’ 'em earlier rhf? month by \Vi!t R. 
Wilson, formerly head of *r.c Justice 
Department's criminal division, it was 
learned Tuesday. 

Wilson confirmed in. an interview 
•hat he had testified about the files 
"with the permission of the Justice 
Department" The records are umier- 
.-iood to name Chicago gangster Gi- 
ancana and an associate, Johnny Ros- 
solli, as part of the planned CIA oper- 
ation in 1961. Rosselli. now a Florida 
resident, lived in Los Angeles in 1961. ,j 
Plans to kill Castro reportedly be- i 
gan as part of the ill-fated Bay of j 
Pigs invasion in April. 1861, and con- j 
tinned sporadically until 1963. j 

A. William Olson, another former i 
assistant attorney general and now a j 
Pasadena lawyer, said that the CIA- i 
related documents might include cor- I 
respondence between the FBI and i 
the intelligence agency as well as' I 
Justice Department memos. j 

"I remember there being a highly 
classified file," said Olson, who head-, 
ed the department's internal security : 
division from 1972 to 1973. "There 
were memos and a number of letters i 


- r.^iuly requests for information 
mo FBI to the CIA." 

Gi:ori said the file showed that 
’Ll wre v. ere sonic abortive attempts 

n. ado on the life of Castro that our 
'.government' had something to do 
"wiiii." 

';.V i Ison refused to give details about 
aumierit to the Rockefeller com-, 
ii . .-.uii. He noted that the presiden- 
. daily. appointed panel was to report 

o. i its investigation of the CIA's oper- 
:n ions next month. 

■.•.II those records were classified 
: : if a; a in the Justice Department," he 
said. 

■Vilsou quit the department m Oc- 
'.ebrr. 1971. while under fire for his 
u. .oivemept in a Texas banking 
.-.(•uncial, lie now practices law in 


conviction in the Beverly Hills Fri- 
ar’s Club card-cheating case, his at- 
torney referred to his work for the 
CIA in open court. 

Attorney . Adrian P, Marshall said 
that Rpsselli had "rendered a valua- 
ble and dangerous service to the 
country" by taking part in a mission 
to kill Castro. Rosselli "had a boat 
shot out from under him" en route to 
Cuba. Marshall said. 


Austin.' 


While House and Justice Depart- 
i ,-r.t sources said the documents 
Were being assembled for the com- 
mission- by John C. Keeney, acting 
j’.i of the department's criminal di- 


Giancana is believed by govern- 
ment sources to have had a twofold 
motive for arranging Rosselli's -par! 
cipation in assassination plots: 

As perennial .targets of federal 
prosecutors, the racketeers hoped to 
build credit' for any possible future 
actions against them: They hoped 
also, by eliminating Castro, to be able 
to reopen lucrative gambling casinos 
that had been closed by the Cuban 
leader. ‘ -J 


-.■* Senate sela't Committee on 
;..tci!igc-nce Activities learned of the 
r.vnu several weeks ago and 

■ a, -o lias asked for them, committee 

jo es said. 

. i ecently as last week. Justice 
Department spokesman- Robert L, 
Stevenson told The Times that there 
v.Y-;-<; no records connecting Rosselli 
vitV. a HI \ ,..-:-a.-ination plot. Meven- 
sna sjkI ho had Checked with the or- 
yaiiim! crime section of the criminal 

■ :.>;pn. 

The records appai cully- have ueen 
lightly held- One former internal sot 
(. unity division official, who refused 
u. f i his nbmy be used, said that the 
documents had been k$pt in a special 
safe and that the key was entrusted 
only to the divisiori head. 

Reports that Rosselli, a protege of 
Giancana, had been involved in CIA- 
backed attempts to kill Castro were) 
first published by columnist Jack An- 
derson in January, 1971. 

Anderson said that Rosselli cither 
had helped plan or direct six ki- 
tempt- on Castro’s life. On two occa- 
sions Rosselli arranged with Cubans 
in plant poison capsules in Castro 1 .-, 
food, and on. other occasions rifle 
-squads were' sent to Cuba, the colum- 
nist said, but the attempts were un- 
successful. ' • 
hi July. 11/71, when Ros.-wlii.iiy as 
seeking a reduced sentence after his 


it? remains unclear how high 
government circles — even within i hi- 
'CIA— the knowledge or approval m 
the murder plans extended at that 
i time. 

The Associated Press reported 
Tuesday that then-Atty. Gen. Robert 
Fv Kennedy apparently had not 
'.known about the Giancana-Ro-elli 
. involvement until 1962. 
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Th&.AP quoted an unidentified fur- | 

; mer ;CIA official* as saying that; hi- 
Had first informed Kennedy of their 
:-role y i,l 962 'and; that Kennedy had 
replied t/Thp rioxt time you ileal wuh 
itthe Maflp s . come to cie first." ; 

! .The New York Times reported that j- 
i ce •, -Department. documents in- j 
■ i: l.udej/inemcr&nda tp Kennedy troiw; 
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J; Edgar Hcovav.iheii head of ir.o i 
FBI, exptfcusirtg concern that' Guinea- | 
na had received favorable treatment- ' 
from the department in 1961 because j 
of. his CIA activities. 

The purported favorable treatment 
Hoover referred to was a doei-ion r.ot 
to retail Giancana before a second' 
federal grand jury in Chicago after 
he had been jailed 12 months for re- 
fusing to testify before the first one. 

Tir. y.,m<i j-ny-v-- DH-t’u.tf or- ! 

g.-.ui/.t-I crime. 

However, Wiib.'im G. ilumi.oy. 
head of the Justice IX.pui tment's or- 
ganized, crime section at that time, 
said that he never knew of any Gian- 
cana involvement with the CIA- He 
said Giancana had not born brought 
before another grand jury because 
such action would have amounted to. 
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